Temporary antibiotic loaded acrylic hip replacement: a novel method for management of the infected THA.
Postoperative infection after hip joint replacement is an uncommon but potentially devastating complication in contemporary orthopaedics. Management in two stages is the more favored approach in North America. This introduces difficulty with patient management in the interval between stages, delays rehabilitation, and introduces technical difficulty during the second stage. A method has been developed whereby a temporary antibiotic-loaded facsimile of the hip is introduced at the first stage, designed to maintain stability of the joint, length of the limb, and mobility of the patient. It has been used in a total of 86 cases to date. The results in 46 cases with a minimum follow-up of 2 years are reviewed in this article. The infection was controlled in 93.5% of cases.